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FAQ - CMRRA Audiovisual Tariffs 

Q1: What are CMRRA’s Audiovisual Tariffs? 

A: CMRRA has filed four proposed tariffs for the reproduction of musical works in the CMRRA repertoire: 

 Music Videos Tariff, first proposed for 2014, for the streaming and downloading of music videos by 
online music services;  

 Commercial Television Tariff, first proposed for 2015, for the reproduction of audiovisual content by 
television broadcasters; 

 CBC Television Tariff, first proposed for 2016, for the reproduction of audiovisual content by the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, Canada’s national public broadcaster; and 

 Online Audiovisual Services Tariff, first proposed for 2016, for audiovisual services (“AV services”) that 
deliver content to Canadian consumers through “non-traditional” means, including via the Internet. 
That includes video-on-demand and “over-the-top” services as well as other services that offer users 
the ability to stream or download films, TV programs, music videos, user-generated content, and other 
audiovisual material. 

Q2:  What is a tariff and how does it become legally binding? 

A:  A tariff sets out the royalties, and the related terms and conditions that apply to a specific type of use of 
copyright-protected works by a specific type of user. It creates a level playing field for users of the works in 
Canada by applying standard terms and conditions to the licensing of those uses.  A tariff is initially proposed by 
a collective that represents the owners and administrators of protected works, as an alternative to individual 
negotiations with each user. The Copyright Board of Canada then holds a hearing to review economic and other 
evidence related to the specific use of the works, including any objections that have been made by prospective 
users and any interventions made by other parties. Following the hearing, the Copyright Board issues a decision 
that “certifies” the tariff, with any changes that the Board considers necessary in light of the evidence. 
Certification gives the tariff the force of law: if a user fails to pay the required royalties or comply with the 
related terms and conditions, the collective is entitled to enforce the tariff in court.  

Q3: Has CMRRA proposed other tariffs before? 

A: Yes. The Copyright Board has certified tariffs for the reproduction of musical works by online music 
services, commercial radio stations, and satellite radio services. These tariffs, which are administered by 
CMRRA-SODRAC Inc., have generated more than $250 million in royalties since 2001. CMRRA has also entered 
into direct licensing agreements with many licensees in the absence of, or as an alternative to, a Copyright 
Board certified tariff.  

Q4: How do television broadcasters and AV services reproduce music? 

A:  Television broadcasters and AV services make copies of their programming for various technical and 
operational purposes. In the course of doing so, they also copy the music contained in that programming. Users 
who stream or download programming make additional copies on their own devices. The purpose of CMRRA’s 
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audiovisual tariffs is to recognize the value of those post-synchronization copies of music and to enable 
CMRRA-represented rights holders to be compensated for them.  

Q5: I am a program producer and I own the music contained in the programs I license to television stations 
and AV services. How can this tariff be of benefit to me?  

A: Most program producers who own or control the music in their programs already earn royalties through 
tariffs that govern the performing rights administered by SOCAN. The goal of CMRRA’s audiovisual tariffs is 
ensure that users pay fair and reasonable royalties not only for the performance or communication of that 
music, but also for the valuable post-synchronization reproductions that are made by television broadcasters, 
AV services, and their users. It has long been customary for program producers to exclude the performing right 
in music from their broadcast licences, leaving that right available to be licensed collectively by the performing 
rights collective. To realize the benefit of CMRRA’s audiovisual tariffs, you will need to do the same with the 
reproduction right in the same music. By doing so, you will be able to realize the full economic value of the 
copies made by television stations and AV services, as you already do in the case of radio stations. 

Q6: I am a music publisher and I license my songs to program producers. Isn’t this already covered in my 
synchronization licences? 

A: Not necessarily. Individual songs included in films, television programs, and other audiovisual productions 
are usually the subject of synchronization licences granted by, or on behalf of, the owner of the copyrights in 
those songs to the original program producer. However, synchronization licences do not always specifically 
authorize the extensive copying that is undertaken by the producer’s own licensees, including television 
broadcasters and AV services. CMRRA’s audiovisual tariffs seek to license these unlicensed post-
synchronization copies made by broadcasters and AV services, as opposed to by producers. 

Q7: Are the CMRRA Audiovisual Tariffs meant to replace synchronization licences? 

A: No. The CMRRA Audiovisual Tariffs do not seek to license synchronization. A synchronization licence still 
needs to be granted to the program producer for the original fixation of the musical work in the audiovisual 
production, as opposed to the post-synchronization copies made by broadcasters and AV services.  

Q8: How do I participate in this new revenue stream?  

A: In order to receive royalties generated by the proposed CMRRA Audiovisual Tariffs, or under any CMRRA 
licensing agreement that authorizes reproduction by a television broadcaster or AV service in Canada, you must 
grant CMRRA the right to license the applicable copies on your behalf. Our Audiovisual Post-Synchronization 
Reproduction affiliation agreement is attached; please complete and return it to us.  

Q9: How long will it take for the CMRRA Audiovisual Tariffs to be certified by the Copyright Board? 

A: As filed, the proposed CMRRA Audiovisual Tariffs are to take effect in 2014 (in the case of music videos), 
2015 (in the case of commercial television broadcasters), and 2016 (in the case of AV services and CBC 
television). However, it is unlikely that the Copyright Board will have examined the tariffs and rendered its 
decisions by the end of 2016. As with any proposed tariff, we anticipate that the full process, from the filing of 
the tariffs to their certification, will take several years. By filing now, however, CMRRA has established the legal 
ability, upon certification of each tariff, to collect royalties for the use of your works retroactively, effective as 
of January 1 of the year for which the tariff was first proposed.  


